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Orion’s automation and drone 
tech

214,000 customers

Community owned:
• Christchurch City 

Council

• Selwyn District 
Council

Orion – who we are, what we do
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What are Drones?

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) or Remote 
Piloted Aircraft (RPA)   

Why is Orion using Drones

• Staff Safety

• Drones get faster and better data, that can be shared 

• Drones free up our most important resource, our 
PEOPLE

How does Orion Use Drones

• Fault Inspection

• As-built for cable location

• Installation of Aerial Markers on lines

• Autonomous Drone program 
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Fault Inspection

Transformer Fault Inspection
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Line Fault Inspection

Thermal Fault Inspection
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Live streaming imagery
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As-builting our underground network
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Installation of Aerial Markers



11/10/2023

11

Dope on a rope
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Automation
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Why is Orion looking at Automation

• Remote Switching

• Site security 

• Autonomous Inspection of equipment

• Autonomous Inspection of Lines

What does the future hold

Remote Switching

Hororata NorwoodDistance 22.9km approx. 16min
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Conclusion

• Staff safety 

• Quality data, faster and better than before

• Better use of our People

• Resources are better allotted to solve problems
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Thank you

Thank you

Questions

Presented by: Peter Allen

Network Access Manager

Orion

peter.allen@oriongroup.co.nz 0275126172


